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Braeswood Place Neighbors,
More and more Constable Patrol Member signs are appearing on each block.
The BPHA Board hopes these signs deter criminals who might be surveying
for opportunities in our neighborhood. Dues paying members should have them
installed. If you do not have one and think you should, please contact the
BPHA office. Thanks to Sharon Plummer and Chandler Davidson for installing the new signs each week!
National Night Out (NNO) is on Tuesday, October 6 and serves as another way
for neighbors to fight crime, by being familiar with their neighbors. Thanks to
Karen Spearman for chairing these efforts and coordinating this event.
Thanks to Jerry McClain for chairing the BPHA Nomination Committee.
Those who have paid their dues by October 16 will receive ballots in the mail
the first week of November. Bios for each open position will be published in
the November issue of the Sentinel. All ballots must be returned by November
23, 2015.
Finally, let’s continue to ensure this will be a safe year in our neighborhood.
Please be vigilant about securing your houses, cars and valuables. Have the
constable’s number programmed in your phone if you are a dues paying member and be sure to report any suspicious activity.
BRAESWOOD SUPER NEIGHBORHOOD 32
by Billy Pilgrim

The Braeswood Super Neighborhood 32 will hold its semi-monthly meeting at 6:30
pm on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at the Linkwood Community Center, 3699 Norris
Drive.
The guest speaker will be Gary Zika, Harris County Flood Control District Project
Brays Program Manager and other HCFCD representatives. Gary will update us on
what has been learned following the Memorial Day flood event and the upcoming
Brays Bayou channel widening set to begin around January, 2016.
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BPHA BOARD MEETING
Thursday, October 8, 2015 - 7 pm

BPHA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October and November
Thurs Oct 1
Tues Oct 6
Thurs Oct 8
Thurs Oct 15
Thurs Oct 15
Mon Oct 19
Mon Oct 19
Tues Oct 20
Tues Oct 20
Thurs Oct 29

Recycle South of BB
Recycle North of BB
BPHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, SVDP
Recycle South of BB
BSN, 6:30 pm, Linkwood Comm Center
Sentinel Deadline for November
JUNK Heavy Trash South of BB
JUNK Heavy Trash North of BB
Recycle North of BB
Recycle South of BB

Tues Nov 3
Tues Nov 3
Thurs Nov 12
Thurs Nov 12
Mon Nov 16
Mon Nov 16
Mon Nov 16
Tues Nov 17
Thurs Nov 26
Fri Nov 27

ELECTION DAY!
Recycle North of BB
Recycle South of BB
BPHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, SVDP
Sentinel Deadline for December
TREE Heavy Trash South of BB
BBA
TREE Heavy Trash North of BB
NO RECYCLE South of BB
Recycle South of BB

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,

6800 Buffalo Speedway, Jamail Family Center

Residents are welcome to attend and observe Board
meetings. We designate the first 15 minutes of BPHA
Board meetings for “Open Feedback” by BPHA members
who register in advance to speak. To register, members must
call the BPHA Office, 713-666-7248, by 2 pm, Wednesday,
October 7. The 15 minutes will be divided equally among
the registered speakers with 5-minute maximum time for
each.

BUILDER’S PLEDGE OF MAINTENANCE
Each month, Builders agree to participate in BPHA’s
Construction Guidelines and Pledge of Maintenance
while constructing and remodeling homes in our area.
By signing the pledge, these companies agree to
follow a number of guidelines that make their
construction site more “neighbor friendly”. We
appreciate the builders’ commitment to our
neighborhood!

4030 Blue Bonnet – BAS Concepts
4127 Underwood – Inflection Design

BB-Brays Bayou; BW-Braeswood; BBA-Braes Bayou Assoc;
BSN-Braeswood Super Neighborhood; KYP-Karl Young
Park; SL-Stella Link; SVDP-St. Vincent de Paul

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Contact the Braeswood Place Pet Rescue
Group!
www.braeswoodpets.com
Tim Hebert – timh@friendsofbarc.org
713-446-0574 or 713-668-1273

Before
beginning
new
construction,
remodeling, or adding a room, driveway, or
garage, you must submit three sets of plans
for BPHA deed restriction review. There is a
$200 fee for renovation plan review and a
$500 fee for new construction plan review.

“Finding homes for homeless animals and
pets for petless homes”

ADVERTISER NOTICE
BPHA does not endorse nor recommend
Sentinel advertisers. Before contracting
for service, check references and recommendations from independent sources.
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Constable Patrol Statistics
August 2015
Auto Accidents
Alarm Responses
Animal Assistance
Burglary of a Residence
Burglary of a Vehicle
Checks of Businesses
Checks of Park
Checks of Residences
Checks of Schools
Checks on Welfare of Person
Criminal Mischief/Disturbance
Drug Investigation/Arrests
Fraudulent Use of ID
Illegal Dumping
Medical Emergency
Meet with Residents
Open Door/Window Checks
Solicitor Complaints
Stranded Motorists
Suspicious Persons
Suspicious Vehicles
Thefts
Traffic (arrests, citations, stops, warnings)
Vacation Watches
Vehicles Stolen
Warrants Served/Writs
Miles Patrolled

2
33
4
1
4
63
56
584
12
5
6
0
0
1
1
328
7
6
0
20
17
1
109
781
1
3

5,982

Paper Causes
Crime
 Paper tags on vehicles are of-

ten used by criminals because
they are easy to acquire or to
duplicate. Take a hard look at
any car with paper tags and
report any suspicious activity
to our deputies.

 Notes left on the door for

friends and housekeepers are
a welcome sign for burglars.

 Newspapers, circulars and

debris left in the front yard or
packages or mail left hanging
out of the mailbox all day attract criminals.

 Don’t leave empty boxes outside in plain sight that reveal
your purchase of a new computer or electronics.

SECURITY UPDATE
by Steve Anton

How a Burglar Searches Your Home
The average burglary is completed in 8 to 12 minutes, and thieves prioritize their visit to the most promising areas. By far, the master bedroom is the number one destination for a home burglar.
He is looking for cash, jewelry, guns and electronics. Regardless of
where he enters the home — front door, back door or a window — far
more than half of the time he heads straight for the master bedroom,
according to police and the burglars themselves.
Once inside, he searches the nightstands, dresser drawers, closets, obvious jewelry boxes, under the mattress and under the bed. The old
advice that he won’t search through dirty clothes and underwear is a
myth. He will. From there, he moves to the bathroom, looking for prescription drugs and more jewelry — even inside the toilet tank.
A friend in the alarm business says that a recent trend, particularly on
newer homes, is for a burglar to break the fixed pane window over the
garden tub and enter there. Since that window doesn’t open, it is rarely
monitored, and typically there is no glass-break sensor or motion detector in the master bedroom or bath. And since most valuables typically are kept in that area, burglars often have no need to search the
rest of the house and risk triggering a motion detector.
The next stops are the living room, office and kitchen, where he looks
for keys, credit cards, small electronics, collectibles and personal information that can be used for identity theft. If you have a small, unbolted safe, you have given him a convenient way to carry home his
loot. While he quickly looks for items in plain sight, given time, he
absolutely will go through file cabinets and desk drawers.
If you don’t have a monitored alarm system, he has more time to
search, and he will make a mess of the kitchen by emptying cereal
boxes and canisters, even dumping items from the refrigerator and
freezer, looking for hidden valuables. And he knows about those fake
canned goods with screw-off bottoms. The burglar’s last stop is the
garage. It can be a treasure of tools and electronics that are easily sold
or pawned. And as a last stop, the garage provides an easy way to load
his car and escape without much notice.
So you might not have many rooms left. What’s the solution?

Next Month: The best places to hide valuables in your home
If you haven’t joined the incredibly effective
Constable Patrol program this year, there is
still time. Join today and we will have your membership sign in your yard this week. And you will
receive all of the other great benefits such as vacation watches, direct access to the Precinct 1
dispatcher and membership decals for your cars.
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BPHA MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
2015-2016 Sustaining and Supporting Levels
Sustainers (+200)
Angie & Grant Dorfman
Chad & Akemi Kelly
Matt & Kahla Malinsky
David & Janet Rowley
Kathy & Jeff Vrabec
Dena & Scott Segal
Scott & Linda Kelm
Dirk Gilbreath

Supporters (+100)
Steve Alley & Brene Brown
Kathleen & Al Fenoy
Rob Lee & Claudia Cristin
Thom & Sonia Venus
Zack & Jill Clement
Richard & Eleanor Viebog

McGOVERN STELLA LINK NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY
7405 Stella Link, 77025 ∙ 832-393-2630
M & W 12-8PM; Tu & Th 10AM-6PM; F 1-5PM;
Sat 10AM-5PM; Sun CLOSED

 Passport Service Hours: Mon, Wed 12-7 pm; Tues, Thurs 10 am-5 pm; Sat 10 am-4 pm
 Arabic Language Classes: Wednesdays at Noon
 Chinese Language Classes: Thursdays at 10 am
 E-book Open House: Wednesday, October 7, 12 pm & 6 pm (bring device and cables)
 Open Job Lab: Thursdays at 10 am
 Microsoft Office: Basic classes Tuesdays at 1:30 pm, Intermediate Thursdays at 1:30 pm
 After School Zone – Monday-Thursday 4-6 pm and Fridays 4-5 pm
 Call for more information on all other technology instruction programs offered.
Just for Kids:
 Story Time (ages 3-5 years): Tuesdays at 11 am
 Toddler Time (ages 1-3 years): Thursdays at 11 am
 Baby Lapsit (ages 0-12 months): Thursdays at 11 am
 Tune Time (kids): Wednesdays at 12:30 pm
 Pajama Storytime: Wednesdays at 7 pm

BRAESWOOD PLACE MOTHERS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
by Kristin Hamilton

Our moms learned great tips for their children during the School Success for your Elementary Aged Child event! Thanks
to Karen Stopnicki for hosting the event! Our infants enjoyed the joys of music with their moms! Thank you to
Fundamentally Music for this free event! Our moms had well-deserved night out at Molina’s! It was a great time by all!
Our kids had a blast at our annual Little Gym Party! Thanks to Emily Ahlquist and Kelle Lambert for organizing!
Thanks to Little Gym for helping sponsor! Our kids were able to do one last tour of Moeller’s Bakery! More of our little
bakers got to bake and decorate cookies! Thanks again to Moeller’s Bakery for three great events! We have more fun
events coming up in the fall! It’s not too late to join! If you are interested in joining, please contact Jody Martin at
jodymartin1@hotmail.com.
SPONSORS
We are still looking for sponsors to help us with our kid events! Please consider sponsoring! Sponsors are welcome to
place promotional signs at the event and will be mentioned in the Sentinel. Please contact kchamilton44@yahoo.com if
you would like to sponsor an event.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Capturing and saving memories for Busy Moms event; Dream Dinners Moms Night Out; Glow Moms Event; Halloween
Party

4

LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
by Jessica Evans

Longfellow Elementary has kicked the year off to a great start. As part of being a Leader in Me School, students
can apply for leadership positions at the school. These positions such as Morning Announcement Leader,
Community Service Leader, Hospitality Leader, Peer Tutor Leader, Cheerleader and more, allow students to use
their gifts to help the school shine while giving them real world experience. Students fill out applications and go
through an interview process in order to hold a leadership position.
Longfellow Elementary will be holding Leadership Day on October 22 from 12:30-3:00 pm. Special guest
Gary McGuey will be in attendance. McGuey is one of America's most sought after educational speakers. His
career has taken him worldwide to partner with organizations striving to build a principle centered culture. The
common thread throughout his career has been his passion for helping others. Participants will also have the opportunity to tour the school and see our leaders in action. Cost for leadership day is $25 and registration is
available on the Longfellow website http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/23416#
Highlights:
--Select students have the opportunity to take Ballet Class with Lauren Anderson from the Houston Ballet
-- Longfellow PTA kicked off their popcorn sales which is one of the fundraisers for the year.
--Interested in taking a tour? Magnet Tour Thursdays will begin Thursday October 15 at 9am and continue every Thursday through December
--Calling all babies, toddlers and preschoolers--Neighborhood Storytime returns to Longfellow on the first
Wednesday of every month starting Wednesday October 7th at 11:30am. Come bring your little one to the
Longfellow library for stories, songs and a simple craft. Please bring photo ID.

NEIGHBORHOOD STORYTIME!

Wednesday, October 7, 2015
11:30 am to 12:15 pm
st
1 Wednesdays of each month
2015 Dates: Nov. 4, Dec. 2; 2016 Dates: Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 2, April 6, May 4
Longfellow Elementary School Library, 3617 Norris Drive, Houston 77025
713-295-5268
Calling all Longfellow neighbors with young children, from babies to 5 years old! Join us with your little
ones each month for fun stories, songs and crafts. All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Become a part of the newest “Longfellow Leopard” tradition!
Longfellow Elementary is a Houston ISD Magnet School for the Creative and Performing Arts
A Texas Education Agency (TEA) Recognized School 2008, 2009, 2010
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MARK TWAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
by Lauren Bireley

A Conversation with Kathleen Blakeslee, Mark Twain IB Coordinator
Q. Can you summarize the IB program's history?
A. The IB Diploma Program was developed as a high school program in 1968. The aim was to provide a challenging and
comprehensive education that would enable students to understand and manage the complexities of our world. In 1994,
the IB began to offer the Middle Years Program and then in 1997, the Primary Years Program. The programs are researched based and field tested by thousands of educators around the world. Currently there are over 5,477 programs serving 1.3 million children worldwide in both private and public schools. In 2005, Mark Twain was the first in Texas to provide the PYP.
Q. What does attending an IB school mean for my child on a day-to-day basis?
A. Hmm. This is the most difficult question to answer succinctly and without too much educator language. Visitors to our
school tell me that they can “feel” the difference. When asked to elaborate, they mention how engaged the students are,
how they are excited about learning, the student work is creative and individual, there is a lot of discussion and the classrooms are organized to encourage cooperative group work. Some have described it as organized chaos. Using professional
jargon, the PYP offers a comprehensive inquiry–based approach to teaching and learning. A balance is sought between
acquisition of essential knowledge and skills, development of conceptual understanding, demonstration of positive attitudes and taking responsible action. Another central tenet, international-mindedness, encourages an “openness to and curiosity about the world and people of other cultures, and a striving towards a profound level of understanding of the complexity and diversity of human interactions.”
Q. What's next after Twain in terms of my child's IB education?
A. There are several middle schools in HISD that provide the IB Middle Years Program, which spans from 6th through
10th grade. The middle schools are Lanier, Grady, Hogg and Fondren. To complete the continuum, the IB Diploma Program is offered in grades 11 and 12 th at Lamar, Reagan, and Bellaire HS.
Information was taken from What is an IB education? published by IB in 2014. Visit www.ibo.org
Important Upcoming Dates
Wednesday, October 14, 6:30 pm - PTO Meeting, All parents welcome!
Friday, October 16, 8:30 am - Parent Enrichment
Saturday, October 17, 4-8 pm - Spooky Spaghetti, Fall festival and fundraiser (All funds raised provide Twain program
support.) Candelari's spaghetti dinner, inflatables, and games. Tickets available for purchase at event.
Wednesday, October 21, 6:30- 7:30 pm - IB Information Meeting for Parents (Current and Potential)
Twain Tidbit
Absolute Glassworks commissioned the glass donor plaque. They also donated a parking space for Twain to raffle off at
PTO meetings. Parents, attend for a chance to win!

PERSHING MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
by Priscilla Kennedy

Calling all 4th and 5th grade students! On Tuesday, October 27 from 6 -8 p.m., Pershing is opening its doors to
zoned students for FIRST LOOK. Don't miss out on this opportunity to see the amazing things that are
happening at your neighborhood school. Pershing’s principal, Kim Heckman, as well as counselors, teachers
and current parents will be on hand to provide information and answer questions about 6th grade curriculum,
electives, the fine arts department, athletics, and more. Tours of the campus will also be given. FIRST LOOK
will start promptly at 6 pm. We hope to see you there.
Save the Date for Pershing's Spaghetti Supper: Thursday, November 12 from 6 – 8 pm! Planning is well
underway for Pershing's annual Spaghetti Supper fundraiser, which will be held on Thursday, November 12
from 6 - 8 pm. In addition to a catered dinner from Gugliani’s, the spotlight will shine on the school’s showcase
of talent, which includes Fine Arts, Music, Performing Arts, Gymnastics, Dance, Cheer and Pep Squad. There
will be a number of performances, and student art will be on display. Strolling the halls to see the art and watch
the performances is free. If you are joining us for dinner, tickets are $10 each. We hope to see many of our
Braeswood Place neighbors there!
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GARDEN OF THE MONTH
by Jackie Addington

Yard of the month for October is located at 3643 Tartan, home of Jean
and Pat Miller. These homeowners
have been a part of the neighborhood
for over nineteen years. Though they
enjoyed their previous home, they
moved across the street to this lovely
house and yard about two years ago.
They have updated walkways which
surround the house on three sides.
Natural stone pavers set in black star
gravel are eco-friendly and serve as
borders for flower beds which include:
sago palms, azaleas, hawthorne,
ligustrum, hostas, ivy, and seasonal
color. Older live oak trees have been
well cared for by both the previous and
present owners. However, looking to
the future, they are also cultivating
young trees.

A MOVIE UNDER THE STARS!
by Jenna Arnold

Snow cones, popcorn, and neighbors OH MY! Families of South Braeswood hosted its first Linkwood
Park “Movie Under the Stars” with an evening showing of the original "Wizard of Oz". The event was a
huge success, and another movie night is being planned for the fall. Many thanks to all the neighbors who
braved the heat to spend the evening with Dorothy and Toto and supported the park through popcorn sales
and donations.
Stay informed of Linkwood Park events through Families of South Braeswood communications: Like us
on Facebook, visit our blog at www.familiesofsouthbraeswood.wordpress.com, or email
familiesofsouthbraeswood@gmail.com to request email updates on neighborhood happenings.
Friends of Linkwood Park continues its renovation fundraising efforts, including the new toddler
playground goal. Personalized pavers make great gifts and will support your neighborhood park
renovation! Honor your friend, family member, or organization with a paver at Linkwood Park.
Orders can be placed online at http://houstonparksboard.org/projects/linkwood_park. Checks can be made
payable to Houston Parks Board, 300 North Post Oak Lane, Houston, TX 77024 (note ³Linkwood Park²
on memo line of your check). All donations to the Houston Parks Board, a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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BPHA GARDEN CLUB
by Janet Maxian

The BPHA Garden Club 2015-2016 year has begun. The new Co-Presidents are Tuppen Bourianoff and Beatriz Nino-Rodriguez. They will host the next meeting on October 19 at 7 pm at the home of Tuppen, 3762
Drummond. After the business meeting, we will have a speaker, a member of The Fern Society, whose topic
will be ferns: A to Z. She will also instruct us in making a really unique planter using a brick and ferns. If you
wish to participate in this project, please call me at 713-668-4645. Supplies will need to be purchased prior to
the meeting. The cost will be $10.00 per brick planter. Everyone is welcome to join us.
Gardening Tip for BPHA residents: Your landscape is not complete unless it is “sprouting” a Constable Patrol
member sign!

HUCKLEBERRY PARK TO BE RE-SPARKED!
by Kinsey Wall

Did you know that the playground at Mark Twain Elementary was
formerly a SPARK park named Huckleberry Park? SPARK Parks are
open to the community after school hours and on the weekend. We are
pleased to announce that the school has chosen to Re-SPARK
Huckleberry Park! This means that not only will the front playground
gates be unlocked and open to the community during non-school hours; it
also means that the playground and fields will be rebuilt to best serve the needs of our wonderful community.
To make our Re-Spark Huckleberry Park campaign a success, we will need the input and assistance of our great
neighborhood community. To help us best determine your Huckleberry Park vision and playground needs,
please take a moment to complete this quick survey by October 9, by visiting: www.huckleberrypark.org. In
addition, please plan to join us on October 14 for a Re-SPARK Huckleberry Park community meeting at 7 pm
in the Mark Twain Elementary cafeteria. If you are willing to offer your expertise and/or donations in the areas
of civil engineering, marketing, fundraising, website design, grant writing, or you have general park knowledge,
please contact the Huckleberry Park co-chairs, Elaina McNulty and Linda Barcot at
huckleberrypark@yahoo.com. If your area of expertise is elsewhere, but you want to help Re-SPARK the
Huckleberry Park, please contact them and they will find a fit for you.
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Proudly display an
American Flag in your
front yard four times
per year.

Your payment of $50.00
per year will initiate your
subscription to your new
flag service.

Enjoy “Old Glory” on:
Presidents Day (February)
Memorial Day (May)
Independence Day (July)
Veterans Day (November)

Your subscription will be
used to benefit the
neighborhood. Any
additional contributions
will be appreciated and
put to good use for
Braeswood Place.

The flag will be placed in
your front yard one week
prior to these holidays.
Show your patriotism for
your country and help
your neighborhood at the
same time.

The three foot by five foot
U.S. flag is attached to an
eight foot pole that will be
mounted in a removable
ground stake.

To subscribe please complete, detach and mail the form below.

-------------------------------------------------------------Please mail your information and check to:

BPHA
4010 Blue Bonnet, Ste. 112
Houston, Texas 77025

For any additional information, please call

713-666-7248
Make all checks payable to BPHA

Please place ______ flag(s) @ $50.00 each in my yard for the upcoming holidays.

Name_____________________________________________________
Address____________________________ Phone__________________
For a gift subscription to the flag program, please print the recipient’s name and address below.

Name__________________________ Address______________________

THE IDEA BANK FOR
CUSTOM HOMES.
the Idea Bank for custom homes. As the largest custom home builder
in Texas, we’ve built luxury homes since 1986 on every kind of home
site. We’re always learning from our customers, too, as we work with
them to design their one-of-a-kind home from scratch. Our Build
on Your Lot team has learned there is more to building a custom
home than just a floor plan and a home site. It’s a process, and we are
experts in delivering the things you want most in your home, on time
and on budget. When we’re finished, there won’t be another home

“

like yours. That’s something you can take to the bank.
COME TO A CUSTOM HOME BUILDING
WORKSHOP WITH YOUR IDEAS!

Call us today at 713 667 3397
LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

From the first meeting to the
handing over of the keys,
Partners in Building was there whenever we
needed them and built a house that will
last a lifetime. We have told many of our friends,
“Why would you build a house
with anyone else?”
– Charlie and Carol

“

The Build on Your Lot team at PARTNERS IN BUILDING is like

We will get you there.
“ I can't imagine things going more smoothly with the sale of our house

— until about 48 hours
before the closing when, let's just say, all sorts of fireworks started going off on the other end of the
deal. What impressed us so much was how you handled this. In fact, I am quite certain I still don't
have any idea all that went on, because you protected us from it.” — The Ashby Family

Steve Anton
Hallmark Properties
713-666-3400
The Sales Leader in Braeswood Place for 25 Consecutive Years

TAKING A LITTLE TIME IN YOUR DAY
MAY ADD YEARS TO YOUR LIFE.
SO WE MAKE SCHEDULING A MAMMOGRAM EASIER.
One in eight women will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. And
85 percent of those women have no family history of the disease. At
Houston Methodist, we know the numbers may be scary, so we’re here
to help you. We encourage all women to talk with their doctors about
scheduling a mammogram online at one of our convenient locations.
Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care to learn more or schedule
your mammogram online.

Houston Methodist Hospital offers 3-D mammograms,
using the latest technology in detecting breast cancer.

ON TIME. ON BUDGET. Guaranteed!

Incredible Renovations
Renovations
DESIGN · NEW BUILD · REMODEL
Texas Remodeler of the Year 2012

FLOOD DAMAGE?
Call Incredible Renovations for a
FREE ESTIMATE today!
(713) 532-2526 or (281) 702-3188
WWW.I N C R E D I B L E R E N O V A T I O N S .COM

Follow us!
Since 1979, Incredible Renovations – One of the most accredited builders in the industry

EVERY REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION,
COMES WITH A LIFE STORY.

I find the ‘people’ aspect of my career so rewarding. Everyday, I get to leverage
my business expertise to help people with this major life transaction.
I draw from 25 years experience in the investment industry to address the critical business and
bottom-line aspects of my clients’ transactions. I am passionate about real estate.
I want to be your Realtor.

Margaret Vinson
Realtor-Associate®

713.806.2633 c | 713.558.3219 o
mvinson@marthaturner.com
50 Briar Hollow Ln., Ste. 700W, Houston, TX 77027

marthaturner.com

WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

713.778.1476

We offer online billing and accept
all credit cards
We have balanced billing maintenance plans for carefree automated service
We customize each maintenance
plan to match the clients budget
and goals

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Our landscape designs are hardy,
lush, and professional and our
pricing is competitive
Our managers are native, degreed &
experienced with local landscapes

Lawn Care
Average mow price in your area is only $30.00 for weekly and $35.00 for biweekly service!
2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful

Don’t Be Spooked into a Roth IRA!
Sometimes my clients tell me a scary story, as if we were sitting around a campfire,
instead of at my conference room table. It goes like this: The United States is in trouble.
The population is aging and retiring. Social security and Medicare costs, to the
government, will skyrocket in the years ahead. There will be fewer workers paying taxes
into the system. National debt will balloon. Eventually, the government will be forced to
raise income taxes. Then, when the tax bill comes due for the retirement money, which
we have faithfully put into tax-deferred IRAs, we will be left worse off.
The solution, they say, is obvious. Convert to a Roth IRA. Go ahead and pay taxes at
today’s (presumably lower) tax rates. Then, the money can be withdrawn tax-free in
retirement!
It’s a good story, but before starting that Roth conversion, let’s think it through. Raising income tax rates is not
politically easy. The government might choose to raise revenue in other ways.
It might:
•
•
•

institute a new tax, such as a national sales tax or value added tax (VAT)
reduce loopholes or deductions, such as the home mortgage deduction
increase payroll tax rates

None of these affect marginal income tax rates, and the key is whether the one you face today is greater than the one
you will face in retirement. A Ross conversion triggers a tax bill today and leaves you hoping for a rate increase
down the road, to justify that action. I usually advise against it. Your personal situation, of course, will be the
determining factor. That, of course, is where the conversation needs to go from here.
Contact PARTNERSINWEALTH President (and Braeswood Place homeowner) Jim Waters, CFP®, at
713.964.4028 or jrw@partnersinwealth.com.

Welcome Home
to Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty

Stormy Hayes-Knipe
Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty is delighted to have Stormy
join our team of top producers. Her professionalism, market knowledge
and strong work ethic will enhance our company. We look forward to many
successful years together.
If someone you know is considering a home sale or purchase,
please give them my name and number.
Your personal referral is my finest vote of confidence.

I want to be YOUR Realtor®!
Stormy Hayes-Knipe
Realtor-Associate®
Circle of Excellence

c 713.417.0099
o 713.520.1981

d 713.558.3370
f 713.559.6077

stormy@marthaturner.com
marthaturner.com | stormyhayesknipe.com

Some things are better
left to the professionals.

While our sales and the quality of our listings have contributed to the worldwide renown of
our name, we are best known for our exceptional service. Who we are and how we represent
our clients are constants that achieve results for our sellers, regardless of the listing price.

Let me show you the difference a professional Realtor® can make!

Lorian Welsh
CLHMS, SRES, CSP

AREA SPECIALIST
REALTOR ASSOCIATE® - Circle of Excellence

713.558.1919

lwelsh@marthaturner.com

Paul Weitz
MPL 37548

Family Owned
& Operated

Licensed
& Insured

(713) 771-8000

THE HEART OF HOUSTON
SINCE 1989

service@theplumbingguy.com

Bernard Marino, Realtor
GRI, CNE, MCNE, CMHS
www.braeswoodplacehomes.net
Email: marinob@swbell.net

$15 off
with Ad

A FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PLUMBING CO.

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS & SEARCH APP

“I AM COMMITTED TO SERVING MY CLIENTS TO THE BEST OF
MY ABILITY WITH NEGOTIATING SKILLS, MARKETING KNOWLEDGE,
AND INTEGRITY.”

Braeswood Place Resident since 1972
Real Estate Professional since 1979
Keller Williams Realty Memorial
950 Corbindale, Suite 100 - Houston, Tx. 77024

832.368.7285

Print your favorite picture on:

Canvas,
Poster Paper,
Banner,
or Vinyl
Any Size!
From your digital file.
832.722.6244 • 713.433.5282

Ph: 713-838-9333
www.PrimeStorage.net
Fax: 713-838-9449

9333 Main St. • Houston, Tx 77025
Tim Poulos • Property Manager

Blue Water
Irrigation Systems
Automatic Landscape Sprinklers

• Installation
• Repair

• Foundation Watering
• Drainage

Licensed professionals in business since 1981 with over 3000 satisfied customers

Call for an appointment: (713) 661-0312
Our customers are your neighbors...and so are we!
(Ask for our Braeswood Place referrals)

BRAESWOOD PLACE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
President
James Baker
V. Pres. East
Jack Stopnicki
V. Pres. Central
Linda Barcot
V. Pres. West
Carla Brownlee
Treasurer
Mary Beshears
Secretary
Jason Marsack
DIRECTORS
Director Area # 1
Steve Sheaffer
Director Area # 2
Todd Nunnally
Director Area # 3
Drake Terrell
Director Area # 4
Dennis Barrow
Director Area # 5
Bob Eby
Director Area # 6
Michael Kent
Director Area # 7
Catherine Hanslik
Director Area # 8
David & Rui Roberts
Director Area # 9
Jerry McClain
Director Area # 10
Stephen Liss
Director Area # 11
Roger White
Director Area # 12
Joanne Eisenberger
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Appearance/Street Recon Jack Stopnicki
Brays Bayou Assoc.
Billy Pilgrim
Building Plan Review David Sears
Campus Park
Bill Blackwood
Deed Restrictions
Jim Power
Don Emmite
Fogging
Chris Ramas
Fourth of July Chairs
Naz Hopkins
Kathryn Schwartz
Elizabeth Vaughn
Garden Club Co-Pres Kathy Jenkins
Janet Maxian
Garden of the Month
Jackie Addington
Karl Young Park
Jarret Reeves
Membership
Rob Lee
Moms’ Club
Kristin Hamilton
National Night Out
Karen Spearman
Recycling
Susie Loredo
Security
Steve Anton
Sentinel Editor
Alison Bell
Super Neighborhood
Billy Pilgrim
Traffic Committee
Nicole Shah
BPHA OFFICE
Brenda Blackwood
Hours: M, W, F: 10-2

www.braeswoodplace.org

832-309-5830
713-299-5556
832-217-8581
713-661-2538
832-287-5216
713-927-2290

jpbhome4@gmail.com
jack@ticket-stop.com
pack_lindas@hotmail.com
girls1900@aol.com
beshears_houston@msn.com
jason.marsack@gmail.com

281-460-5010
713-664-7332
713-557-6000
713-659-6400
713-664-6706
713-398-9444
713-898-0992
713-665-6979
713-203-6934
713-615-6073
832-373-8798
281-974-5089

steven_sheaffer@yahoo.com
todd@nunnallys.net
drake@heritagetexas.com
dennisbarrow@warejackson.com
bobeby@gmail.com
trapper.kent@live.com
thehansliks@sbcglobal.net
ruiroberts7@yahoo.com
JCM2000@swbell.net
stephen@law-liss.com
rlwhite1003@att.net
joanneeisenberger@yahoo.com

713-299-5556
713-661-6513
713-627-9690
713-668-1535
713-664-1960
713-664-1960
713-665-6254

jack@ticket-stop.com
laura.pilgrim@att.net
dsears@wingfield-sears.com
wcblackwood@gmail.com
jim_alan_power@yahoo.com
d_emmite@yahoo.com
cramas4126@sbcglobal.com

713-661-9939
713-668-4645
832-767-5667
281-685-6666
713-600-6635
281-352-0546
713-256-3793
713-588-1160
713-392-3400
713-504-4610

kathyzjenkins@gmail.com
jlmaxian@gmail.com
jackie.addington@comcast.net
jarret.reeves@lr.org
robleetx@hotmail.com
kchamilton44@yahoo.com
kmann0516@gmail.com
susieloredo@gmail.com
hallmarkpr@gmail.com
sentinel@braeswoodplace.org
laura.pilgrim@att.net
713-839-0595
nicoleallman74@hotmail.com
713-666-7248
BPHA@sbcglobal.net
4010 Blue Bonnet, Suite 112, Houston, TX 77025

WELCOME TO BRAESWOOD PLACE!!!

Recently moved into our neighborhood? We are
happy to deliver a Welcome Brochure to you with
information about our Association and Constable
Patrol Program and an area map with the name of
your Area Director. Contact the BPHA Office at
713-666-7248

or

BPHA@sbcglobal.net

and

provide your name, address and phone number. Be
sure

to

visit

www.braeswoodplace.org.

our

website

at

BRAESWOOD PLACE
It’s a Great Place to Live
MEMBERSHIP IN BPHA
The Homeowners Association of
Braeswood Place collects annual
dues of $75.
Constable Patrol membership is
$295 per year for 24/7 coverage.
New and established residents are
encouraged to contact the BPHA
Office for more information about
becoming a member in the
Homeowners Association and the
Constable Patrol Program.

BPHA@sbcglobal.net

713-666-7248
JOIN ONLINE:
www.braeswoodplace.org

The Sentinel is published monthly by BPHA,
P.O. Box 20486, Houston, TX 77225, for the
residents of Ayrshire, Braes Heights, Braes
Oaks, Braes Terrace, Braes Manor, Emerald
Forest, and Southern Oaks subdivisions. Our
Editor is Alison Bell. The deadline for articles
and advertisements to be included in the
NOVEMBER issue of the Sentinel will be
Monday, October 19. Submit articles, Good
Neighbor stories, compliments, criticisms,
questions or suggestions to:
Sentinel@braeswoodplace.org.
The Sentinel is typically delivered on the first
weekend of the month. Contact your Area
Director if you do not receive it.

HELPFUL NUMBERS

City of Houston
713-247-1000
Council Rep, Dist C-Ellen Cohen
(Residents North of Bayou)
832-393-3004
Council Rep, Dist K-Larry Green
(Residents South of Bayou)
832-393-3016
County Commiss-El Franco Lee
713-662-3821
Electricity-CenterPoint Energy
713-207-2222
Gas-CenterPoint Energy
713-659-2111
Graffiti Hotline
713-247-1576
Harris County Mosquito Control
713-440-4800
Houston Police-Beechnut
713-314-3900

19

Poison Control Hotline
1-800-764-7661
State Rep-Sarah Davis
713-521-4474
State Sen-Joan Huffman
713-662-3821
Texas Fish/Wildlife (for birds)
713-876-1520
Street Light/Stop Sign Repair
713-207-2222
Stop Sign Repair
713-837-0311
Trash Collection
713-837-0311
U.S. Rep-John Culberson
713-682-8828
U.S. Rep-Ted Poe (e of BS, S of BB)
713-681-8763
Water & Sewer Repair
713-837-0311

