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December 2015

by James P. Baker

Braeswood Place Neighbors,

I would like to thank each of the outgoing BPHA officers for their tireless commitment of service to our community through involvement in their latest roles:
Jack Stopnicki
Vice President, East
Carla Brownlee
Vice President, West
Todd Nunnally
Area 2 Director
Roger White
Area 11 Director
Joanne Eisenberger
Area 12 Director
Although we will be welcoming a new group soon to replace these officers, we are
fortunate that our outgoing officers continue to contribute in other roles for BPHA
and the community. They are surely a testament to what keeps our neighborhood
safe and strong.
Many questions have been asked recently about getting an update on the Neighborhood Traffic Management Program. The latest update was listed in the November
issue of the Sentinel which can be found on www.braeswoodplace.org. The City of
Houston will be mailing letters announcing the next meeting to share the working
plan with the neighborhood. At this open meeting, residents will have the opportunity to comment on the proposed plan which will include the implementation of preliminary traffic calming measures. After the preliminary traffic calming measures are
installed, there will be testing performed to determine the success or failure of the
temporary devices. Revisions to the plan based on the testing results will again be
considered at that time. If you are interested in becoming involved in this process,
please email Nicole Shah at nicoleallman74@hotmail.com. Thank you to Nicole for
her role in chairing the independent neighborhood committee!
Caution everyone to look out for themselves and their neighbors, particularly during
this holiday season. Be aware of cars parked with people sitting in them. If you are
a member of the Constable Patrol, please phone it in. If you are not, please contact
Steve Anton, our Security chairman.
Thanks to Austin Landscaping (www.austinlandscaping.net) for their work in keeping our esplanades well maintained and for their donation of colorful annuals!
Finally, let us continue to ensure this a safe year in our neighborhood. Please be vigilant about securing your houses, cars and valuables. Have the constable’s number
programmed in your phone if you are dues paying member and be sure to report any
suspicious activity.
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BPHA BOARD MEETING
Thursday, December 10, 2015 - 7 pm

BPHA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December and January

Tues
Thurs
Thurs
Mon
Tues
Tues
Thurs
Mon
Thurs
Fri
Tues

Dec 1
Dec 10
Dec 10
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 15
Dec 17
Dec 21
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 29

Fri
Thurs
Tues
Thurs

Jan 1
BPHA Office closed
Jan7
Recycle South of BB
Jan 12 Recycle North of BB
Jan 14 BPHA Board meeting, Bethany Methodist,
3511 Linkwood
Jan 18 Sentinel Deadline for February
Jan 18 TREE Heavy Trash South of BB
Jan 19 TREE Heavy Trash North of BB
Jan 21 Recycle South of BB
Jan 21 BSN Mtg
Jan 26 Recycle North of BB

Mon
Mon
Tues
Thurs
Thurs
Tues

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,

Recycle North of BB
Recycle South of BB
BPHA Board Meeting, 7 pm, SVDP
Sentinel Deadline for January
JUNK Heavy Trash North of BB
Recycle North of BB
BSN Mtg,
JUNK Heavy Trash South of BB
Garbage Pick up!
BPHA Office closed
Recycle North of BB

6800 Buffalo Speedway, Jamail Family Center

Residents are welcome to attend and observe Board
meetings. We designate the first 15 minutes of BPHA
Board meetings for “Open Feedback” by BPHA members
who register in advance to speak. To register, members must
call the BPHA Office, 713-666-7248, by 2 pm, Wednesday,
December 9. The 15 minutes will be divided equally among
the registered speakers with 5-minute maximum time for
each.

BUILDER’S PLEDGE OF
MAINTENANCE
Each month, Builders agree to participate in BPHA’s
Construction Guidelines and Pledge of Maintenance
while constructing and remodeling homes in our area.
By signing the pledge, these companies agree to
follow a number of guidelines that make their
construction site more “neighbor friendly”. We
appreciate the builders’ commitment to our
neighborhood!

BB-Brays Bayou; BW-Braeswood; BBA-Braes Bayou Assoc;
BSN-Braeswood Super Neighborhood; KYP-Karl Young
Park; SL-Stella Link; SVDP-St. Vincent de Paul

4126 Solway - Roberson Builders
4062 Merrick - Ashwood Designs
3715 Tartan - David Weekley Homes
3502 Grennoch - BAS Concepts
3626 Durness - Partners in Building
3751 Tartan - Partners in Building
4047 Underwood - Laird Homes
3822 Grennoch - Stuckey Builders
4119 Tartan - Partners in Building
3742 Merrick - David Weekley Homes
3715 Tartan - David Weekley Homes
4007 Tartan - David Weekley Homes

LOST OR FOUND A PET?
Contact the Braeswood Place Pet
Rescue Group!
www.braeswoodpets.com
Tim Hebert – timh@friendsofbarc.org
713-446-0574 or 713-668-1273

“Finding homes for homeless animals
and pets for petless homes”

www.braeswoodplace.org
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SECURITY UPDATE

Constable Patrol Statistics
October 2015
Auto Accidents
Alarm Responses
Animal Assistance
Burglary of a Residence
Burglary of a Vehicle
Checks of Businesses
Checks of Park
Checks of Residences
Checks of Schools
Checks on Welfare of Person
Criminal Mischief/Disturbance
Drug Investigation/Arrests
Fraudulent Use of ID
Illegal Dumping
Medical Emergency
Meet with Residents
Open Door/Window Checks
Solicitor Complaints
Stranded Motorists
Suspicious Persons
Suspicious Vehicles
Thefts
Traffic (arrests, citations, stops, warnings)
Vacation Watches
Warrants/Writs Served
Miles Patrolled

4
23
3
2
2
67
43
928
25
1
13
0
0
0
0
490
3
7
4
18
31
0
105
540
2

7,667

Solicitors are
counting on
your generous
holiday spirit.
Don’t let your
guard down.
Turn them away
WITHOUT
OPENING
THE DOOR.

by Steve Anton

Criminals are shopping and you’re the store
Thousands of packages will be delivered this month to homes in
Braeswood Place. But until Amazon figures out how to have a drone
drop a package into our laps, holiday crime will continue. Here are a
few tips that might keep the Grinch away this year.

Porch Pirates and Your Deliveries
1. Package thieves are known to follow UPS and FedEx trucks and to
steal packages shortly after delivery. Your best bet is to arrange to
have packages delivered to your
office or to someone you know
will be present to receive delivery. Requiring a signature confirmation is a good idea but not
always honored by a busy driver.
2. Neighbors are the best defense.
Give your neighbors permission
to remove and safeguard your
packages until you come home.
Don’t leave regular mail sitting out all day long. It is a magnet.
3. Check your front porch frequently for mail and packages, and
watch your inbox for email alerts from the shippers. Speak to your
mail carrier in person and ask him to ring the doorbell when leaving the mail. And tip your mail carrier this year. It’s a hard job.
4. A couple of wide but low potted plants on the front porch can obscure a thief’s view and provide a hiding place. Leave a note for the
driver down low where it can’t be seen from the street.
5. United Parcel Service and Federal Express will send updates via
email and they will accept various specific delivery instructions at
their websites. The U.S. Postal Service provides tracking and will
hold your packages at our local post office on Braesmain.

Shopping in the Stores
 Take one credit card and leave the rest at home. Use little cash and
don’t visit the ATM machine while you are shopping. Don’t carry a
purse — use a fanny pack or your pockets. Keep your hands free.
 Shop with a buddy. Your partner can be vigilant while you’re paying,
talking on the phone or finding your car keys in the parking lot.
 Watch for anyone following you to the parking lot or following you
home. Shopping in the evening is less crowded but also more risky.
More than ever, keep strangers at a distance and don’t engage them.
Thieves who work in public places don’t have a certain look.
 Keep your receipts separate from your merchandise to make reporting a theft easier and to reduce the chance of identify theft.
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HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS

by Constable Alan Rosen, Constable, Precinct One
The holiday shopping season is around the corner, and the rise of shopping on the internet has created a new set
of public safety issues that I would like to bring to your attention. Often, packages containing goods that
residents have ordered on-line are delivered to their doorsteps in the middle of the day when no one is home.
And there the packages sit, in plain sight and unguarded, for hours or even days in instances. You guessed it.
Some thieves specialize in plucking these packages off front steps and porches and calmly walking away.
Sometimes they even drive large vehicles to pose as delivery personnel and other times they follow delivery
trucks to your homes and wait to steal the packages after the delivery is made. How do we know? Because
some crafty residents of neighborhoods like yours install home security cameras that capture images of the
criminals. And these images often help law enforcement track down these thieves. If you own such a security
system, I suggest you post signs letting literate criminals know they will be “caught on camera” if they try to
take your property. Better yet, consider having packages delivered to locations where a trustworthy person can
accept them - your workplace if possible, or a relative’s home for instance. When you ARE home, please be
aware that the bad guys sometimes take advantage of the holiday spirit by soliciting donations for “charitable
organizations” that exist only in their pockets. So please donate only to recognized, familiar charities. If a
solicitor will not show you proper identification and provide details about the cause they are seeking money for,
do not give. If something seems odd to you, please contact law enforcement and let us investigate the
suspicious activity. It is important to remember - if you see something say something! And of course, have a
safe and healthy holiday season!

HUCKLEBERRY PARK

by Elaina McNulty and Linda Barcot
Please consider Huckleberry Park in your End of Year charitable giving! We are working hard to build a park to meet
the needs of the community and your gift will make that possible. We hope that you are excited to be part of this unique
opportunity to join the capital campaign and be part of building a Spark park. The park renovation will successfully
transform an aging elementary school playground into a safe and secure place for students and the general public to
engage in fitness and fun! Mark Twain PTO is designated as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization by the IRS and the
federal tax ID number is 76-0327049. Please see our website to donate online or for details about the various giving
levels at www.HuckleberryPark.org. Make checks payable to Mark Twain PTO – Huckleberry Park. Mail checks to:
Mark Twain Elementary c/o Huckleberry Park at 7500 Braes Blvd. Houston, TX 77025.
Recently our Twain Tigers participated in a Fun Run and they made over $70,000 by getting pledges and working hard to
run as many laps as they could in about 20 minutes. The teachers did a great job keeping the kids motivated throughout
the fun run adventure. Since the kids reached their goal, they will have a gaga pit installed on the playground! Thanks to
Scott Stegink for agreeing to take on that Eagle Scout project and for trying to get it built and installed by the end of the
winter holiday.
THANK YOU to the local businesses and friends of Huckleberry Park:
Very Generously Sponsored at $1000
Extremely Generously Sponsored at $2000+
Bernstein Realty and Laura Perlman
French Cuff Boutique
Spine & Sports Therapy, Daniel DeWalch
Village Plumbing
Deutschebank, Victor Barcot
Union Kitchen
In Kind thank you to Firehouse Subs for donating a tray of sandwiches to sell at our Election Day bake sale! We raised
over $800 thanks to our neighbors’ generous donations for baked goods, snacks, coffee, water and those yummy
sandwiches.
Stay Tuned!
•Follow Huckleberry Park on Facebook
•Subscribe to the neighborhood Yahoo group to receive emails from braeswoodplace@yahoogroups.com
•Chat with Block Walkers about the park and how it can benefit YOU!
• Read the Sentinel to learn about upcoming events being held at Huckleberry Park
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BRAYS BAYOU/FLOOD CONTROL
by Billy Pilgrim

During the Memorial Day flood, more than 200 residences in Braeswood Place were damaged by flooding due to the
overbanking of Brays Bayou. The root cause was 11 inches of rain in 3 hours in the upper reach of the Brays watershed.
Brays Bayou can handle about 13.25 inches of rain in 24 hours. When Project Brays is completed, it will be able to carry
30 percent more storm water than it does currently. Add to that, the control structures that are scheduled to be installed at
the four major detention facilities and the risk of flooding will be reduced (but not eliminated). The Harris County Flood
Control District (HCFCD) has an online interactive Flood Warning Map that can be used to monitor rainfall amounts and
the water level in the channel in real time. To use the map, Google www.harriscountyfws.org (Harris County Flood
Warning System). When the map displays you will see a number of rectangles that contain numbers. Those numbers
represent the rainfall at that particular stream gauge at any given time. Mouse over the rectangle just below the notation
“West University”. That is the stream gauge at Stella Link (Gage 430:D100_430 Brays Bayou @ Stella Link Road). To its
left and right are the gauges at South Rice and South Main. Mouse to “More Information” and a graph and other data is
displayed in real time for that location. A request was submitted to HCFCD for the flood stages at the South Rice, Stella
Link and South Main bridges. The District responded that the flood stage (from FEMA data) at South Rice is 54 feet
downstream of the bridge; at Stella Link it is 51 feet upstream of the bridge and 50 feet downstream of the bridge; and at
South Main it is 45 feet downstream of the bridge (not the 54 feet incorrectly published daily in the Houston Chronicle).
The District will contact the Chronicle to correct the discrepancy. The caveat in the above numbers is that the top of bank
is not consistent along the Brays channel. Overbanking in many places can occur at elevations below those shown above.
Also when the water level in the channel is above the outfalls from the interior drainage systems, water backs up into
interior areas, e.g., street flooding, because it can’t flow into the bayou. HCFCD is also working on defining top of bank
thru out the system. When the results are received, we will make them known.

McGOVERN STELLA LINK NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY

M & W 12-8 pm; Tu & Th 10 am-6 pm; F 1-5 pm; Sat 10am-5 pm; Sun CLOSED
7405 Stella Link, 77025 ∙ 832-393-2630

 Passport Service Hours: Mon, Wed 12-7 pm; Tues, Thurs 10 am-5 pm; Sat 10 am-4 pm
 Arabic Language Classes: Wednesdays at Noon
 Chinese Language Classes: Thursdays at 10 am
 E-book Open House: Wednesday, December 2, 12 pm & 6 pm (bring device and cables)
 Open Job Lab: Thursdays at 10 am
 Microsoft Office: Basic classes Tuesdays at 1:30 pm, Intermediate Thursdays at 1:30 pm
 After School Zone – Monday-Thursday 4-6 pm and Fridays 4-5 pm while school is in session
 Closed December 24 and 25 for Christmas holidays
 Call for more information on all other technology instruction programs offered.
Just for Kids:
 Story Time (ages 3-5 years): Tuesdays at 11 am
 Toddler Time (ages 1-3 years): Thursdays at 11 am
 Baby Lapsit (ages 0-12 months): Thursdays at 11 am
 Tune Time (kids): Wednesdays at 12:30 pm
 Pajama Storytime: Wednesdays at 7 pm

SIDEWALKS REMINDER
Please be considerate of your neighbors and keep the SIDEWALKS free for people to pass. There is a
city ordinance that speaks to it being illegal to block a sidewalk. “Sec. 40-362: Impairments and
obstructions unlawful.”
The sidewalk is considered obstructed whenever people have to go into the street to get around
objects. Please store your Basketball goals in your driveway or your yard and keep cars clear so that
people who need to stay on the sidewalk are able to.
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BRAESWOOD PLACE MOTHERS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
by Kristin Hamilton

We had a wonderful Holiday Shopping Event with 14 vendors! Our members were able to shop these incredible
vendors all in one place! Thank you to Margaret Pinkston, Julie Streich and Kelle Lambert for organizing
such a great event! Thanks to Kelle for hosting the event in her beautiful home! Thanks to Almaza Jewelers for
donating gorgeous earrings for our raffle! Thanks to Kristin Horn for also donating champagne for the raffle in
which we raised over $450 for Mark Twain’s Spark Park Project! The dads joined us for a couples event at
Top Golf. We enjoyed food, friends and of course golf! As I wind down my year as President, I want to say
how grateful I am to have held this position. I have met so many wonderful moms and families! We are truly
blessed to live in such a family friendly neighborhood. Seeing the smiles on moms faces when meeting a new
friend at a moms night out or hearing the children’s laughter at a family event have brought me such joy!
Thanks to everyone who helped make this year a true success! I am thrilled to announce our new President for
2016 will be Cricket DeWalch and the Vice President will be Margaret Pinkston! I know they will do an
amazing job! It’s not too late to join! We are offering free membership until January 1! If you are interested in
joining, please contact Jody Martin at jodymartin1@hotmail.com.
SPONSORS - Sponsors are welcome to place promotional signs at the event and will be mentioned in the
Sentinel. Please contact kchamilton44@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor an event.
UPCOMING EVENTS - Mom’s Night Out at Magpies Gifts, Annual BPMOYC Holiday Party at Simone’s,
Family Holiday Party.

LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
by Jessica Evans

November was a busy month at Longfellow Elementary. Magnet tours were given every Thursday throughout
the month of November and magnet applications will be due by December 18. Students participated in various
activities on Veteran's Day to learn about the meaning of the day and ways they could honor those that have
served in the military. Ms.Miller's fifth grade classroom delivered over 400 cards to the VA hospital to commemorate the day. Kindergarten students performed "No Turkey for Perky" on November 19 which was a cute
musical celebration of Thanksgiving. On November 24, students will present the results from their annual Toy
Survey. The Toy Survey allows upper grade students to put their math and research skills to use as they survey
students about their holiday wish list and then analyze and compile the results. Results will be published on the
Longfellow website if you need some ideas for the children in your life. Neighborhood Storytime for babies,
toddlers and preschoolers continues the first Wednesday of every month at 11:30 am. The next one will be
Wednesday, December 2. Come bring your little one to the Longfellow library for stories, songs and a simple
craft. Please bring photo ID. Magnet Student Performances will be the week of December 7-11. Students from
music, art, orchestra, band and dance will showcase all the amazing skills they have been learning. Select students will give back to the community by caroling at one of the local hospitals. Hope everyone has a safe and
happy holiday!
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MARK TWAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

by Lauren Bireley
A Conversation with Pansy Gee, LDC Developer and Lead Teacher, Grades 3-5
Celebrating 25 Years of LDC
Q. How did the Literacy Development Center begin?
A. In the 1987-88 school year, Mark Twain was in danger of being closed. The enrollment was low. An informal survey was taken asking the neighborhood families what kind of magnet would bring their students back
to the school. Under the leadership of Principal Sally Clyburn and Title 1 teacher Ilene Schwartz, a unique
language arts lab was started for grades K-2. Ms. Schwartz created a place where best practices, as researched
by the top experts in the field of early literacy, would be modeled. It would be a safe place for both children
and teachers to learn. The Mark Twain Literary Development Center opened in the fall of 1988. The classes
rotated in two-week blocks for forty five minutes each day. Ms. Schwartz sang, took news of the day, and provided opportunities where young students listened to stories read aloud, read rich age-appropriate literature, participated in shared writing, pretended in ever-changing drama centers, dictated stories to their teacher, and had
their classmates dramatize them. It was a place for teachers to see and to participate in an embedded in-service
that was a continuing part of their professional development. It was and still is an ideal place for all to learn. In
the summer of 1989, Principal Steve Amstutz asked if I would be interested in starting an LDC for grades 3-5.
He left the format and content up to me. I used the two-week rotation, one hour classes, and the student-teacher
lab setting that Ms. Schwartz started the year before. As long as reading and writing are used and the Texas
HISD curriculum is being followed, then the books, writing pieces, and discussions are up to the class and to
me.
Q. What does a day in your classroom look like?
A. I can't describe just a day. One day’s class may be focused on whole group instruction and another on discussion. This builds community. We have to feel that we are safe to answer, to question, to take risks, to struggle, to learn. On these days, I may read aloud. I want the kids to hear my passion for the story. I love to “romance” the kids into loving the story. This is where the kids “buy in.” They discuss my questions, share their
ideas and their opinions, and ask their own questions. It helps us to get to know each other. It's when I grow to
love them. On other days, after I feel the students can go solo, the classroom teacher and I “work the tables.”
This is how I (we) individualize and differentiate instruction. This is when I learn what each child needs. The
teacher and I see where each unique student is and what we must do to move that student forward. Taking a
child from where s/he starts, is the biggest challenge a teacher (a school) faces. In the LDC, it is a manageable
task.
Q. What do you think is most valuable about LDC for students?
A. Meeting each student where s/he is educationally has to be the most valuable to a school. Personally though,
showing how great stories can be, so that there is a chance that a love of reading is started has a bigger impact in
an educational sense. Most importantly, showing my students that I care about them today, tomorrow, and as
long as I know them, even after they leave has human effects. I have no hesitation saying, “I love you. I’m not
giving up on you.” The kids know they’re stuck with me for three years! I have a reputation for being “strict”,
“tough,” and that's ok. The kids (and parents) see that translates into doing whatever it takes for every student
to achieve, even when they don't want to.
Important Upcoming Dates
December 9 at 8:15 am - PTO Meeting, All parents welcome!
December 11 at 8 am - Parent Enrichment, No-Drama Discipline by Daniel J. Siegel (in the cafeteria)
December 16, 4:30 to 8:30 pm Spirit Night at Gugliani's (20% of the proceeds will be donated to Twain)
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PERSHING MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
by Priscilla Kennedy

Join us for a food, entertainment, and raffle trifecta on November 12 at Pershing’s annual Spaghetti Supper,
which will be held from 6-8 p.m. Tickets for the catered dinner by Gugliani’s are available for $10 each and
can be purchased online at pershingpto.org. No ticket is required to stroll the halls, enjoy original artwork
created by Pershing students, and watch performances by Pershing’s gymnasts, dancers, cheerleaders, choir,
orchestra, guitarists, jazz band, theater and music production students. While you are at the Spaghetti Supper,
be sure to buy tickets ($5 each or $20 for 5) for the cash raffle to win a GoPro HERO4 with accessories, SelfBalancing Scooter, Amazon Echo Speaker, and other fun items. Winning tickets will be drawn at 8 pm but you
do not have to be present to win. Besides, you will already feel like a winner knowing that all profits from this
fundraiser will go back to Pershing – an easy way to help the school!
IMPORTANT DATES FOR NOVEMBER:
November 5, 12, & 19
HISD School Choice Tours (grades K-8: 9-10 am; grades 9-12: 1-2 pm)
November 12
Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser from 6-8 pm
November 13 at 8:30 am
PTO Donor Breakfast with Principal Kim Heckman
November 14 at 9 am
HISD School Choice Open House Event at Yates High School
November 18
Early Dismissal at 12:55 pm
November 25-27
Thanksgiving Holiday

GARDEN OF THE MONTH
by Jackie Addington

Garden of the month is located at 3535 Durness, The homeowner related to the "fun" of selecting gardens to
feature in her neighborhood as she and her sister helped their mom with the selection when they were growing
up. This experience surely influenced choices in her own colorful and attractive yard. Multiple beds of red and
white cyclamen, alyssum, grasses and foxtail fern remind one of the approaching holiday. Lorapetulum, crape
myrtle, pittosporum and hawthorn hedges, live oak and pine trees complete the landscape in this lovely corner
yard. A parting thought, well-stated by the homeowner, "our lawn is a reflection of who we are".
.
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PET TRAVEL TIPS THAT WILL HELP MAKE YOUR DRIVE SMOOTH SAILING
by Kristen West, Owner of Gusto Dogs LLC

1. Take your pet on short trips prior to the big day to let him get used to traveling by car.
2. Keep your pet safe in a secured, well -ventilated crate or carrier. It should be large enough for your pet to
stand, sit, lie down and turn around. Letting him have free range in the car not only puts him at risk, but it
also poses a risk to your family if you were to stop suddenly.
3. Never let your dog travel in the bed of a truck. Even if he is secured on a short line to prevent him falling
or jumping out, your pet can experience discomfort from the weather and wind or sustain injury from
debris.
4. Feed your pet three or four hours prior to departure and avoid giving him any food or treats in the car.
5. Never leave your pet in a parked vehicle, which can quickly become a furnace and cause heatstroke, even
with open windows. In cold weather, the car holds the temperature like a refrigerator.
6. Your pet’s microchip should be up-to-date and he should be wearing a flat collar and ID at all times.
7. Bring a bowl and extra water in case you get stuck in the inevitable holiday traffic jam!
8. Take lots o f breaks to let your pet stretch his legs and relieve himself. It’s a great excuse to do some sight seeing or pick up a fun treat for yourself!

“For unto us a child is born,
to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his
shoulders. And his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” — Isaiah 9:6
Merry Christmas

Better not pout.
We have holiday buyers.

Steve Anton
Hallmark Properties
713-666-3400

THE IDEA BANK FOR
CUSTOM HOMES.
the Idea Bank for custom homes. As the largest custom home builder
in Texas, we’ve built luxury homes since 1986 on every kind of home
site. We’re always learning from our customers, too, as we work with
them to design their one-of-a-kind home from scratch. Our Build
on Your Lot team has learned there is more to building a custom
home than just a floor plan and a home site. It’s a process, and we are
experts in delivering the things you want most in your home, on time
and on budget. When we’re finished, there won’t be another home

“

like yours. That’s something you can take to the bank.
COME TO A CUSTOM HOME BUILDING
WORKSHOP WITH YOUR IDEAS!

Call us today at 713 667 3397
LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

From the first meeting to the
handing over of the keys,
Partners in Building was there whenever we
needed them and built a house that will
last a lifetime. We have told many of our friends,
“Why would you build a house
with anyone else?”
– Charlie and Carol

“

The Build on Your Lot team at PARTNERS IN BUILDING is like

WE’RE LEADING HEART CARE
SO YOU CAN LEAD A HEALTHY LIFE.
Our world-class cardiologists have been pioneering innovations in heart
care ever since Dr. Michael E. DeBakey revolutionized heart treatment at
Houston Methodist more than 60 years ago. We have built a legacy of
leading cardiovascular medicine by providing patients access to the most
advanced procedures, no matter how routine or complex the condition.
Take your first step toward a healthier heart. Visit houstonmethodist.org/heart
or call 713.790.3333 for a physician referral at one of our locations.

CardiologyAdT2_MemorialBuzz_FullPg.indd 1

10/27/15 10:34 AM

ON TIME. ON BUDGET. Guaranteed!

Incredible Renovations
Renovations
DESIGN · NEW BUILD · REMODEL
Texas Remodeler of the Year 2012

FLOOD DAMAGE?
Call Incredible Renovations for a
FREE ESTIMATE today!
(713) 532-2526 or (281) 702-3188
WWW.I N C R E D I B L E R E N O V A T I O N S .COM

Follow us!
Since 1979, Incredible Renovations – One of the most accredited builders in the industry

If all you want from Santa
is a new home, call me!
I can help make your New Year’s dreams come true.

Happy Holidays!

Lorian Welsh
CLHMS, SRES, CSP

AREA SPECIALIST & RESIDENT
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® - Circle of Excellence

713.558.1919

lwelsh@marthaturner.com

WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

713.778.1476

We offer online billing and accept
all credit cards
We have balanced billing maintenance plans for carefree automated service
We customize each maintenance
plan to match the clients budget
and goals

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Our landscape designs are hardy,
lush, and professional and our
pricing is competitive
Our managers are native, degreed &
experienced with local landscapes

Lawn Care
Average mow price in your area is only $30.00 for weekly and $35.00 for biweekly service!
2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful

How to Make Money While Making a Difference
Many people find themselves seeking deeper meaning in life. As an investor, one way is to allocate money to maximize
not just your financial returns, but your impact on the world. Twenty-eight states (and counting) have enacted laws
creating benefit or “B” corporations to help you do that. Such corporations include famous brands such as Patagonia
(clothing) and Ben and Jerry’s (ice cream).
What makes a B corporation different?
Although laws vary by state, in general a B corporation includes non-financial goals in its charter. It might be improving
the environment, or raising the wages of workers. The company must regularly report on progress to its goals.
And B corporations are usually required to make decisions by considering the interests of a variety of “stakeholders” (employees, the surrounding
community, etc.), rather than just shareholders.
Before deciding that B corporations are right for your portfolio, you should know that they bring unique risks and challenges:
•

B corporation laws are relatively new, not standardized across states and not rigorously tested and refined by courts.

•

The goals of a B corporation may not be easy to quantify or measure progress on.

•

The goals may sometimes conflict, such as raising employee wages while increasing shareholder wealth.

At its heart, the B corporation designation provides more information to investors. Think of it as a tool that can put you in control, ensuring that
companies you supply with capital are guided by values you share. As with any type of investment, we recommend diversification.
A “B” designation can make a great addition to your portfolio, but don’t make it a requirement to gain entry.
Contact PARTNERSINWEALTH President (and Braeswood Place homeowner) Jim Waters, CFP®, at 713.964.4028 or jrw@partnersinwealth.com.

Together We Make The Difference
Professional. Knowledgeable.
Personable. Neighbor. Leader.
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
Circle of Excellence

713.417.0099
stormy@marthaturner.com
www.stormyhayesknipe.com

Ph: 713-838-9333
www.PrimeStorage.net
Fax: 713-838-9449

9333 Main St. • Houston, Tx 77025
Tim Poulos • Property Manager

Paul Weitz
MPL 37548

Family Owned
& Operated

Licensed
& Insured

(713) 771-8000
service@theplumbingguy.com

$15 off
with Ad

A FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PLUMBING CO.

Print your favorite picture on:

Canvas,
Poster Paper,
Banner,
or Vinyl
Any Size!
From your digital file.
832.722.6244 • 713.433.5282

Blue Water
Irrigation Systems
Automatic Landscape Sprinklers

• Installation
• Repair

• Foundation Watering
• Drainage

Licensed professionals in business since 1981 with over 3000 satisfied customers

Call for an appointment: (713) 661-0312
Our customers are your neighbors...and so are we!
(Ask for our Braeswood Place referrals)

BRAESWOOD PLACE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
www.braeswoodplace.org

OFFICERS
President
James Baker
832-309-5830
V. Pres. East
Jack Stopnicki
713-299-5556
V. Pres. Central
Linda Barcot
832-217-8581
V. Pres. West
Carla Brownlee
713-661-2538
Treasurer
Mary Beshears
832-287-5216
Secretary
Jason Marsack
713-927-2290
DIRECTORS
Director Area # 1
Steve Sheaffer
281-460-5010
Director Area # 2
Todd Nunnally
713-664-7332
Director Area # 3
Drake Terrell
713-557-6000
Director Area # 4
Dennis Barrow
713-659-6400
Director Area # 5
Bob Eby
713-664-6706
Director Area # 6
Michael Kent
713-398-9444
Director Area # 7
Catherine Hanslik
713-898-0992
Director Area # 8
David & Rui Roberts 713-665-6979
Director Area # 9
Jerry McClain
713-203-6934
Director Area # 10
Stephen Liss
713-615-6073
Director Area # 11
Roger White
832-373-8798
Director Area # 12
Joanne Eisenberger
281-974-5089
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Appearance/Street Recon Jack Stopnicki
713-299-5556
Brays Bayou Assoc.
Billy Pilgrim
713-661-6513
Building Plan Review David Sears
713-627-9690
Campus Park
Bill Blackwood
713-668-1535
Deed Restrictions
Jim Power
713-664-1960
Don Emmite
713-664-1960
Fogging
Chris Ramas
713-665-6254
Fourth of July Chairs
Naz Hopkins
Katherine Schwartz
Elizabeth Vaughn
713-670-4403
Garden Club Co-Pres Tuppen Bourianoff
713-666-0221
Beatriz Nino-Rodriquez
Garden of the Month
Jackie Addington
832-767-5667
Karl Young Park
Jarret Reeves
281-685-6666
Membership
Rob Lee
713-600-6635
Moms’ Club
Cricket DeWalch
832-640-0247
National Night Out
Karen Spearman
713-256-3793
Recycling
Susie Loredo
713-588-1160
Security
Steve Anton
713-392-3400
Sentinel Editor
Alison Bell
713-504-4610
Super Neighborhood
Billy Pilgrim
Traffic Committee
Nicole Shah
713-839-0595
BPHA OFFICE
Brenda Blackwood
713-666-7248
Hours: M, W, F: 10-2 4010 Blue Bonnet, Suite 112, Houston, TX

WELCOME TO BRAESWOOD PLACE!!!

Recently moved into our neighborhood? We are
happy to deliver a Welcome Brochure to you with
information about our Association and Constable
Patrol Program and an area map with the name of
your Area Director. Contact the BPHA Office at
713-666-7248

or

BPHA@sbcglobal.net

and

provide your name, address and phone number. Be
sure

to

visit

www.braeswoodplace.org.

our

website

at

jpbhome4@gmail.com
jack@ticket-stop.com
pack_lindas@hotmail.com
girls1900@aol.com
beshears_houston@msn.com
jason.marsack@gmail.com
steven_sheaffer@yahoo.com
todd@nunnallys.net
drake@heritagetexas.com
dennisbarrow@warejackson.com
bobeby@gmail.com
trapper.kent@live.com
thehansliks@sbcglobal.net
ruiroberts7@yahoo.com
JCM2000@swbell.net
stephen@law-liss.com
rlwhite1003@att.net
joanneeisenberger@yahoo.com
jack@ticket-stop.com
laura.pilgrim@att.net
dsears@wingfield-sears.com
wcblackwood@gmail.com
jim_alan_power@yahoo.com
d_emmite@yahoo.com
cramas4126@sbcglobal.com
kat9999966@aol.com
truman77@sbcglobal.net
tuppenhb@att.net
hourod@sbcglobal.net
jackie.addington@comcast.net
jarret.reeves@lr.org
robleetx@hotmail.com
cricket@dewalchfamily.com
kmann0516@gmail.com
susieloredo@gmail.com
hallmarkpr@gmail.com
sentinel@braeswoodplace.org
laura.pilgrim@att.net
nicoleallman74@hotmail.com
BPHA@sbcglobal.net
77025

BRAESWOOD PLACE
It’s a Great Place to Live
MEMBERSHIP IN BPHA
The Homeowners Association of
Braeswood Place collects annual
dues of $75.
Constable Patrol membership is
$295 per year for 24/7 coverage.
New and established residents are
encouraged to contact the BPHA
Office for more information about
becoming a member in the
Homeowners Association and the
Constable Patrol Program.

BPHA@sbcglobal.net

713-666-7248
JOIN ONLINE:
www.braeswoodplace.org
The Sentinel is published monthly by BPHA,
P.O. Box 20486, Houston, TX 77225, for the
residents of Ayrshire, Braes Heights, Braes
Oaks, Braes Terrace, Braes Manor, Emerald
Forest, and Southern Oaks subdivisions. Our
Editor is Alison Bell. The deadline for articles
and advertisements to be included in the
JANUARY issue of the Sentinel will be
Monday, December 14. Submit articles,
Good Neighbor stories, compliments,
criticisms, questions or suggestions to:
Sentinel@braeswoodplace.org.
The Sentinel is typically delivered on the first
weekend of the month. Contact your Area
Director if you do not receive it.

HELPFUL NUMBERS

City of Houston
713-247-1000
Council Rep, Dist C-Ellen Cohen
(Residents North of Bayou)
832-393-3004
Council Rep, Dist K-Larry Green
(Residents South of Bayou)
832-393-3016
County Commiss-El Franco Lee
713-662-3821
Electricity-CenterPoint Energy
713-207-2222
Gas-CenterPoint Energy
713-659-2111
Graffiti Hotline
713-247-1576
Harris County Mosquito Control
713-440-4800
Houston Police-Beechnut
713-314-3900

20

Poison Control Hotline
1-800-764-7661
State Rep-Sarah Davis
713-521-4474
State Sen-Joan Huffman
713-662-3821
Texas Fish/Wildlife (for birds)
713-876-1520
Street Light/Stop Sign Repair
713-207-2222
Stop Sign Repair
713-837-0311
Trash Collection
713-837-0311
U.S. Rep-John Culberson
713-682-8828
U.S. Rep-Ted Poe (e of BS, S of BB)
713-681-8763
Water & Sewer Repair
713-837-0311

